
           LETTER FROM THE CHAPTER COMMANDER,  JULY 2018 

 

Greetings Patriots, Members, Auxiliaries, and Supporters of Texas Capital Chapter 1919. Our newsletter 

staff has been busy with other events this summer, so my letter here is intended to share information 

about what events and activities are on our horizon. Some of the items included in this edition of Patriot 

Bulletin require members to contact coordinators to sign up for upcoming events. 

 

Commander’s Priorities (August 2018 – July 2019): 

1. Improve how we share important and timely information to our members and supporters via Website, 

Facebook, Twitter, Mail, and Email.  

2. Attract greater participation from our OIF & OEF members in community service activities. 

3. Expand our Associate membership by, through and with the assistance of our OIF & OEF members. 

4. Expand our Americanism programs and improve our partnering with high school JROTC instructors. 

5. Engage with community leaders, county veteran service officers, and other non-profit organizations to 

support veteran families within the scope of our mission and resources.  

Situation Report - Programs and Projects: 

1. Chapter 1876 (Alamo Chapter) has initiated a large fundraiser for a Texas State Monument in San 

Antonio honoring Purple Heart Recipients.  

2. Texas DEPT Fundraiser Raffle. All MOPH Chapters in TX have been issued raffle tickets for 2019 and 

they are on sale now. The drawings begin on January 4
th
, 2019 – and there will be 52 drawings. One 

raffle ticket could win multiple times throughout the year. For details on the items to be raffled off, visit the 

Texas DEPT website. Tickets cost $50 each for 2019 drawings (last year’s tickets were $100 each). 

3. Several Counties, Cities, and Businesses in our Chapter area are requesting to become officially 

designated as “Purple Heart Counties, Cities, and Business” – and added to the National Purple Heart 

Registry. If you encounter a public organization or business that wants to obtain this prestigious 

dedication, contact either Jim Bracken, brackenusmc@yahoo.com or (760) 814-3593, or Carl Rees, 

carlmrees2@yahoo.com or (713) 677-4666,to discuss and coordinate the way forward. 

4. MOPH 1919 has joined a project team that includes Bastrop County Commissioners, Elgin City 

Officials, VFW Post 6115, and Boy Scouts to raise money and construct a Purple Heart Monument in 

Veteran’s Park in downtown Elgin. On Nov 11
th
, a proclamation will be read that Bastrop County is a 

“Purple Heart County,” followed by the “ribbon cutting” ceremony for a Bastrop County “Purple Heart 

Highway” sign.  Senior Vice Commander, Carl Rees, is POC and representative for this important project. 

5. The Georgetown Rotary Club has once again approached MOPH 1919 to be an affiliate for Field of 
Honor Georgetown from 4-11 November. This year, MOPH 1919 will host one of the ceremonies – the 
designation of Williamson County as a “Purple Heart County”. Junior Vice Commander Allen 
Leatherwood is our POC and representative for this important annual event in Georgetown. 
 

6. Our chapter will partner with Combat Veteran Motorcycle Association (CVMA) in Copperas Cove again 
this year with Purple Santa at the VFW in Copperas Cove. The initial planning meeting is scheduled for 
August 11th. 
 

7. Upcoming events, meetings, and activities are included below. 
 

In Patriotism,   

Jim Bracken 

mailto:brackenusmc@yahoo.com
mailto:carlmrees2@yahoo.com


 

 

August 2018 

4th US Coast Guard Birthday  

6th Breakfast - 0630 Jim’s Restaurant 183N at Burnet Road 

7th Purple Heart Day  

9th 

TBA 

Fundraiser for SGT Ray (Ret) 
*1919 member relocating from 
Lometa to Georgetown 

A fundraiser concert by Lee Greenwood in Georgetown. Time TBA. 
Tickets $250 each. Tickets available at TBA. See flyer included in this 
bulletin 

10th 
9:30am 

Home Presentation to SGT Ray 
at Morning Star Community - 
Georgetown 
POC: Jim Bracken 

Our August Chapter Meeting 
Please attend and WEAR PURPLE. We are sponsoring SGT Ray’s 
family as they get settled. Let’s show our support!   

11th 

10am-
12pm 

Purple Santa Initial Planning 
Meeting 

Camp Mabry Museum Conference Room. 
Attendees will include MOPH 1919 Officers, Project managers from 
previous years, and CVMA 

15th 

Sign up for Patriot Day Golf 
Tournament 
 
POC: John Collins 

Patriots who are seeking employment, or who are interested in 
other job opportunities, can sign up for a FREE ROUND of golf during 
the Patriot Day Golf Tournament on 9/11. 
 
See flyer included in this bulletin 
Send an email to John Collins to sign up as a player in the 
tournament. Attach your current resume. Be sure to tell John in your 
email what kind of job/industry you are seeking, so he can match 
you with that type of employer for the tournament. 

18th 
8am-
1pm 

7th Annual Hill Country Shoot 
Out Competition (Hog Heaven 
Sporting Club in Dripping 
Springs) 
 
POC: Ernie Banasau 

A generous donor has agreed to sponsor one team from our chapter 
(4 shooters). We need 4 volunteers who want to participate on 
MOPH 1919’s team. The 4 shooters will compete against 35 other 
teams in a full day of various sport clay challenges.  
In addition to the 4, we need up to 6 additional shooters to fill 
vacant spots on other existing teams that are short 1 or 2 shooters. 
Patriots – this Hill County Shoot is a fantastic event and money 
raised will go to support veterans at Center for Intrepid, and to our 
own chapter.  
DEADLINE to sign up with Ernie Banasau is August 15th.First come, 
first served to get on the shooting teams! 
Contact Ernie Banasau with questions and to sign up. 
There will be several chapter members present who will not 
compete – so come join the fun either way! 
Read more online: Hill Country Shoot Out ς Aug 18th 

20th Breakfast - 0800 Jim’s Restaurant at Oak Hill (junction Hwy 290W and 71) 

23rd Lunch - 1200 Mas Fajitas in Georgetown (Williams Drive) 

27th LBJ Holiday  

 



 

September 2018 

3rd Labor Day Holiday  

11th 
10am-
5pm 

Patriot Day Golf Tournament 
 
POC: John Collins (golfers) 
POC: Jim Bracken (volunteer) 
 

Our September Chapter Meeting 
Please attend and WEAR PURPLE.  
 
See flyer included in this bulletin 
We will need 2 volunteers to help with admin and logistics support 
for the tournament. We also need 6 volunteers to run/manage the 
games we have designed for many of the holes. 
 

17th Constitution & Citizenship Day  

17th  Breakfast - 0800 Jim’s Restaurant at Oak Hill (junction Hwy 290W and 71) 

21st 
National POW / MIA 
Recognition Day 

  

27th Lunch - 1200 Mas Fajitas in Georgetown (Williams Drive) 

30th Gold Star Mother’s Day  

 

October 2018 

1st Breakfast - 0630 Jim’s Restaurant 183N at Burnet Road 

8th Columbus Day Holiday  

13th US Navy Birthday  

15th Breakfast - 0800 Jim’s Restaurant at Oak Hill (junction Hwy 290W and 71) 

19th-
20th 

Texas DEPT Mid-Year 
Conference 

 San Antonio. See TXDEPT MOPH website for more information. 

25th Lunch - 1200 
Our October Chapter Meeting 
Mas Fajitas in Georgetown (Williams Drive) 

27th Officer Staff Meeting - 1000 Heroes Night Out, Cedar Park 

TBA 
Cull Hunt sponsored by Trinity 
Oaks 

 

TBA 
Hog Hunt in Bexar and 
Guadalupe Counties 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

November 2018 

1st 
3pm 

Veterans Wreath Laying 
Ceremony – 1500 

University of Texas Veteran Memorial  

3rd 
Veterans Appreciation at UT 
Home Football Game 

 

4th 
Field of Honor Opening 
Ceremonies 

Georgetown 

5th Breakfast - 0630 Jim’s Restaurant 183N at Burnet Road 

6th National Election Day  

9th 
Williamson County PH 
Ceremony 

Our November Chapter Meeting 
 
Field of Honor event: MOPH 1919 hosts ceremony to designate 
Williamson County as a Purple Heart County.  

10th Patriot’s Ball & 
USMC Birthday 

Field of Honor event: Held at the Sheraton in Georgetown.  

11th Veteran’s Day Parade AUSTIN – Timeline and Coordinating Instructions TBD 

11th 
Purple Heart Memorial 
Dedication in Elgin 

ELGIN - During the Purple Heart Monument dedication ceremony 
the Proclamation proclaiming Bastrop County a Purple Heart 
County will be read and becomes official.  Following this there will 
be a “ribbon cutting” ceremony for a “Bastrop County Purple 
Heart” highway sign at a location directed by Bastrop County. 

TBA 
Thanksgiving Banquet in 
Copperas Cove 

Partner with CVMA to host Thanksgiving meal for Fort Hood junior 
enlisted families 

19th  Breakfast - 0800 Jim’s Restaurant at Oak Hill (junction Hwy 290W and 71) 

22nd Thanksgiving  

30th 
Day 1 of 3-day Hunt 
(11/30 – 12/2) 

Chapter 1919 provides up to 6 hunters for a 3-day hunt at 
Thumbtack Ranch (Trinity Oaks) 

 

December 2018 

1st – 2nd  
Day 2 & 3 of 3-day Hunt 
(12/1-12/2) 

Chapter 1919 provides up to 6 hunters for a 3-day hunt at 
Thumbtack Ranch (Trinity Oaks) 

3rd Breakfast - 0630 Jim’s Restaurant 183N at Burnet Road 

7th 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
Day 

 

13th National Guard Birthday  

15th Purple Santa Christmas Party 
Our December Chapter Meeting 
Copperas Cove – Timeline and Coordinating Instructions TBD 

17th  Breakfast - 0800 Jim’s Restaurant at Oak Hill (junction Hwy 290W and 71) 

20th 1919 Christmas Party AUSTIN – Timeline and Coordinating Instructions TBD 

27th Lunch - 1200 Mas Fajitas in Georgetown (Williams Drive) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


